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Key Ideas for Parents 
 

Think Deeply:  The Common Core em-
phasizes critical thinking.  It re-
quires students to analyze more, 
discuss more, evaluation more, jus-
tify more and explain their thinking 
and understanding deeply, especial-
ly in writing.   

Integrating Learning: The Common 
Core emphasizes learning across 
disciplines (reading and math and 
social studies standards combined 
into one task).  Students spend 
more time working together with 
different real-life settings, struc-
tures and tools.   

Showing How They Learn:  The Com-
mon Core emphasizes proof and 
evidence.  Long gone are the days 
of worksheets, fact memorizations 
and skill and drill.  Students are not 
taught this way and they are not 
assessed this way.  The new tests 
will require students to explain how 
they know and to move fluently be-
tween different ways of solving a 
problem. 

Talking with the 
Teacher 

 

When you talk with your child’s 
teacher ask to see a sample of 
his/her work. 

Ask the teacher questions about the 
work, like: 

• Is this piece satisfactory? 

• Does this meet the grade level 
expectation? 

• How could it be better? 

• Is my child on track? 

• How can I help my child im-
prove? 

• What resources are available 
that I can use to support my 
child at home? 

If you have concerns, don’t hesitate 
to share them. 

If you have successes or praises, 
share them as well. 

 

 

...the Eighth Grade 
Edition 

Common Core 
State Standards 

for Parents... 

This guide provides an overview 
of what your child will learn by 
the end of the year in Mathe-
matics and English Language 
Arts and Literacy.  It focuses on 
the key skills your child will 
learn in these subjects, which 
will build a strong foundation for 
success in other subjects.  This 
guide is based on the new Com-
mon Core State Standards, 
which have been adopted in 
Washington State. 



Common Core Standards for Eighth Grade 

 

 

In 8th grade, your child will 
learn a number of skills and ide-
as that he or she must know and 
understand to be ready for col-
lege and career. Your child will 

continue to learn how to write and reason 
with algebraic expressions. Your child also 
will make a thorough study of linear equa-
tions with one and two variables. Building on 
previous work with relationships between 
quantities, your child will be introduced to 
the idea of a mathematical function. And 
your child will prepare for high school geom-
etry by understanding congruence (same 
shape and size) and similarity of geometric 
figures.  Your child will be: 

■ Understanding slope, and relating linear 
equations in two variables to lines in the 
coordinate plane 

■ Solving linear equations (e.g., –x + 5(x + 
1⁄3) = 2x – 8); solving pairs of linear equa-
tions (e.g., x + 6y = –1 and 2x – 2y = 12); 
and writing equations to solve related word 
problems 

■ Analyzing statistical relationships by using 
a best-fit line (a straight line that models an 
association between two quantities) 

■ Working with positive and negative expo-
nents, square root and cube root symbols, 
and scientific notation  

■ Understanding congruence and similarity 
using physical models, transparencies, or 
geometry software (e.g., given two congru-
ent figures, show how to obtain one from the 
other by a sequence of rotations, transla-
tions, and/or reflections) 

■ Understanding and applying the Pythago-
rean Theorem (a2 + b2 = c2) to solve prob-
lems 

English Language Arts 
and Literacy 

To prepare for bigger challenges in high school, 8th 
grade students must grapple with major works of 
fiction and nonfiction that extend across cultures 
and centuries. As they work diligently to under-
stand precisely what an author or speaker is say-
ing, students also must learn to question an au-
thor’s or speaker’s assumptions and assess the 
accuracy of his or her claims. They also must be 
able to report findings from their own research and 
analysis of sources in a clear manner.  Your child 
will be: 

■ Citing the evidence that most strongly supports 
an analysis of what is explicitly stated and/or im-
plied from a book, article, poem, 
or play 

■ Analyzing where materials on 
the same topic disagree on mat-
ters of fact, interpretation, or 
point of view 

■ Planning and conducting research projects that 
include several steps and use many credible and 
documented print and digital sources 

■ Analyzing the purpose of information presented in 
diverse media (e.g., print, TV, web) and evaluating 
its social, political, or commercial motives 

■ Presenting findings and claims to others, empha-
sizing key points with relevant evidence and sound 
reasoning, adapting speech to the audience and the 
formality of the setting, and responding to ques-
tions and comments with relevant observations and 
ideas 

■ Using strong, active verbs to create a clear pic-
ture for the reader (e.g., walk, skip, meander, 
lurch, limp) 

■ Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., irony, puns) 
and developing a large vocabulary of general aca-

Mathematics 

http://www.k12.wa.us/cor
estandards/default.aspx 

 

http://www.pta.org/comm
oncore 

 

http://www.corestandards
.org 

 

http://www.hunt-
institute.org 

 

http://www.nwea.org/pro
ducts-services/common-

core-map 

Parent-Friendly 
Resources  


